Acquired ichthyosis. A sign of nonlymphoproliferative malignant disorders.
Acquired ichthyosis was recognized in four patients, in whom the associated malignant disorders were carcinoma of the lung, breast, and cervix. This skin lesion may be a valuable clinical sign in recognizing the existence of a malignant condition. Although the emergence of an ichthyosiform dermatosis may have serious prognostic implications, it may also be useful in monitoring the course of the malignant disorder and the patient's response to therapy. The relationship to nonlymphoproliferative malignant neoplasms may be more common than has been previously recognized.